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 chord symbols & left-hand chords

chapter 1

theory
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C  major triad


left-hand chords*

 M

 
M



C6
C - major 6


 m





m
M

C^
C - major 7


 m





m
M



* standard-bass: M = major,   m = minor,   7 = dominant 7,   dim. = diminished

C7
C - dominant 7
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upper structures (us)
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C^

inversions

   
pentatonic
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 altered pentatonic

 
Im^



 

 
Cm^

inversions

   
pentatonic
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altered pentatonic
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examples



three-note voicings

Dm7



IIm7 V7

G7



I^

C^

 
Dm7 G7


C^




     

 


four-note voicings

Dm7


G7


C^


Dm7


G7


C^


Dm7

G7
C^

Dm7 G7
C^


           

 



jazz-voicings

Dm7
G7


C^


Dm7


G7


C^



fourth chords

Dm7
G7

C^
Dm7


 G7


 C^





           

 



jazz-voicings (altered)

Dm7 
G7[Áä] C^


Dm7


G7[Áå]

 
9b


C^



fourth chords (altered)

Dm7
G7[Áä]
 C^

Dm7


 G7[Áá]




C^





           

 

left-hand voicings

M

Dm7




G7

7


m

C
̂


left-hand voicings (add 9)
m
m

Dm7




m
M

G7


M
M

C
̂


left-hand voicings (altered)

m
m

Dm7


 7

dim.

G7[9b]


M
M

C
̂
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left-hand comping patterns
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C^
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M  m
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Cm7 M
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C^  
m
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Cm^

C^          
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m
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m
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M
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Cm^ m
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II  V  I  exercises

practice in all keys



1. scales

Dm7 dorian

    G7    mixolydian    C^    ionian

               
 M

   
7   

M
M

       
practice with different left-hand comping



altered

Dm7 dorian

    G7    altered    C^   
ionian

               
 M

   
7   

M
M

       




practice with different left-hand comping



2. patterns

Dm7 dorian

   
G7

   
mixolydian        C^ ionian               

 M

   
7   

M
M

       



altered

Dm7 dorian

   
G7

   
altered

   
C^    ionian               

 M

   
7   

M
M

       




practice with different patterns & left-hand comping



3. chord inversions

Dm7

    G7

        C^                   
 M

   
7   

M
M
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improvise






I^

C^

        improvise    
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C^         improvise    
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         improvise    3
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C^[11#]         improvise     
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M   

  
    

 











Im^

Cm^

        improvise    
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